Title:

QUALITY AUDIT
INCLUDING
Road Safety Audit, Access Audit, Cycle Audit and Walking
Audit.
For;
Proposed Residential Development, Richmond Road,
Drumcondra, Dublin 3.

Client:

DBFL

Date:

December 2021

Report reference: 1336R01
VERSION: FINAL
Prepared By:

Bruton Consulting Engineers Ltd
Glaspistol

Tel: 041 9881456

Clogherhead

Mob: 086 8067075

Drogheda

E: admin@brutonceng.ie

Co. Louth.

W: www.brutonceng.ie

QUALITYAUDIT–RICHMONDROAD
DBFL

CONTENTS SHEET
Contents
1.0

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................... 2

2.0

Background ....................................................................................................................................... 3

3.0

Issues Identified in the Stage 1 Quality Audit ................................................................................... 5

4

3.1

Problem..................................................................................................................................... 5

3.2

Problem..................................................................................................................................... 6

3.3

Problem..................................................................................................................................... 7

3.4

Problem..................................................................................................................................... 8

3.5

Problem..................................................................................................................................... 9

3.6

Problem................................................................................................................................... 10

Observations ....................................................................................................................................... 12
4.1 Observation....................................................................................................................................... 12
4.2 Observation....................................................................................................................................... 12

5

Quality Audit Statement...................................................................................................................... 12

Appendix A.................................................................................................................................................. 13
Appendix B .................................................................................................................................................. 14
Appendix C .................................................................................................................................................. 16

© Bruton Consulting Engineers Ltd 2021

1

1336R01

QUALITYAUDIT–RICHMONDROAD
DBFL

1.0 Introduction
This report was prepared in response to a request from Mr. Thomas Jennings, DBFL Consulting
Engineers, for a Quality Audit of the proposed residential development at Richmond Road, Drumcondra,
Dublin 3.
The Quality Audit has been carried out in accordance with the guidance in the Design Manual for Urban
Roads and Streets (DMURS), produced by Department of Transport Tourism and Sport in March 2013
and as updated in June 2019.
This portion of the Quality Audit is a design stage audit and includes a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit (in
accordance with TII Publication GE-DTY-01024, dated December 2017), an access audit, a walking audit
and a cycling audit. (i.e. aspects of a quality Audit carried out independent of the Design Team and
generally included as appendices to the overall Audit)
The Road Safety and Quality Audit Team comprised of;
Team Leader:

Norman Bruton, BE CEng FIEI, Cert Comp RSA.
TII Road safety Auditor approval number: NB 168446

Team Member:

Owen O’Reilly, B.SC. Eng Dip Struct. Eng NCEA Civil Dip Civil. Eng CEng MIEI
TII Auditor Approval no. OO 1291756

This portion of the Quality Audit involved the examination of drawings and other material and a site visit
by the Audit Team, on the 13th of December 2021. The weather at the time of the site visit was dry and
the road surface was also dry.
The problems raised in this Quality Audit may belong to more than one of the categories of Audit named
above. A table has been provided at the start of Section 3 of this report detailing which category of audit
each problem is associated with.
Recommendations have been provided to help improve the quality of the design with regard to the
areas described above. A feedback form has also been provided for the designer to complete indicating
whether or not he/she will accept those recommendations or provide alternative recommendations for
implementation.
The information supplied to the Audit Team is listed in Appendix A.
A feedback form for the Designer to complete is contained in Appendix B.
A plan drawing showing the problem locations is contained in Appendix C.
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2.0 Background
It is proposed to construct a residential development with café and other ancillary works at Richmond
Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 3.
The development would consist of 183 no. build to rent apartments over a basement car park for 71 car
parking spaces. A link to the Tolka River is also proposed along with a riverside walk and extension of the
flood defense wall. There will be one set down space at road level for couriers/drop off/collection and is
of sufficient size to accommodate disabled vehicles and occupants. Bicycle parking is provided at ground
level. It is proposed to provide a signalised pedestrian crossing on Richmond Road.
Dublin City has future plans to upgrade Richmond Road to include cycle lanes and a wider carriageway.
Drawings have been provided to the Audit Team which show that the proposed development can
accommodate both possible options in the future.
Richmond Road is a single carriageway road with a speed limit of 50km/hr. It varies in cross section and
has footpaths on both sides west of the development but only one the northern side, East of the
development.
The site location map is shown below.

Grace park Road
Waterfall
Avenue
Richmond Road

Site Approx

River Tolka

Site Location Map (image courtesy of openstreetmap.org
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The Road Safety Authority’s website (www.rsa.ie) shows that there were a number of minor injury
vehicular collisions recorded on Richmond Avenue adjacent to the site in the 12-year period 2005 to
2016. The majority of the collisions involved vulnerable road users.
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3.0 Issues Identified in the Stage 1 Quality Audit
Summary Table of Problem Categories
Problem
Reference

Access Audit

Walking Audit

Cycling Audit

Road Safety
Audit

Quality Audit

3.1





3.2





3.3







3.4















3.5
3.6



3.1 Problem
LOCATION
Drawing 210027-DBFL-TR-SP-Dr-C-1001 P0
ISSUE
The plan drawing for the proposals prior to the construction of the Richmond Road Corridor
Enhancement works has a carriageway cross section of 4.6m. This will lead to side-swipe collisions given
the presence of the signalised crossing poles which will prohibit drivers from using a portion of the
footpath to facilitate passing. The light may also lead to a lack of use of the current give-take system
that wider vehicles use at this pinch-point.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the carriageway be widened locally during this phase to facilitate passing for all
vehicles.

3.2 Problem
LOCATION
Drawing 210027-DBFL-Rd-SP-DR-C-1001 P01
ISSUE
The nearest perpendicular car parking space on Waterfall Avenue is short. If a standard vehicle parks in
this space it will overhang the Waterfall venue carriageway effectively creating a shuttle system. This
could lead to rear-end collisions if drivers do not expect the vehicle in front to stop so soon after the
signals go green for traffic.
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RECOMMENDATION
Either increase the parking space’s depth in line with the others or remove the footpath build out on the
opposite side of the carriageway to create a two-way access to Waterfall Avenue.

3.3

Problem

LOCATION
Drawing 210027-DBFL-Rd-SP-DR-C-1001 P01
PROBLEM
It is proposed to provide a signalised pedestrian crossing to bring pedestrians across Richmond Avenue
to the continuous footpath on the norther side. There is however no tactile paving and only partially
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dropped kerbs at the crossing at the mouth of Waterfall Avenue. This could lead to blind or partially
sighted pedestrians not realising that there is a hazard ahead and they may inadvertently stray into the
Richmond Road carriageway where they would be at greater risk of being struck by a passing vehicle.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that dropped kerbs and suitable tactile paving be used at the uncontrolled crossing
of Waterfall Avenue.

3.4 Problem
LOCATION
Drawing 210027-DBFL-Rd-SP-DR-C-1001 P01 & Site Observation.
ISSUE
Visibility to the right for pedestrians wishing to cross Richmond Road at the proposed signalised crossing
location is limited by a built out wall. Westbound vehicle speed were observed to be relatively high at
the time of the site visit. A lack of inter-visibility between pedestrians and vehicle drivers could lead to
collisions.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that traffic calming measures be provided on Richmond Road to ensure slow traffic
speeds. A raised crossing may be one such measure.

3.5 Problem
LOCATION
Drawing 210027-DBFL-Rd-SP-DR-C-1001 P01 & Site Observation.
ISSUE
The drawing shows the 2.4m x 45m sightlines to the right for drivers existing the proposed
development. During the site visit it was observed that the sightlines may be obscured by parked
vehicles in the verge. This could lead to drivers existing the development at inappropriate times leading
to side-impact or rear-end collisions.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that measures be provided to ensure parking does not occur within the sightlines

3.6 Problem
LOCATION
Drawing 210027-DBFL-Rd-SP-DR-C-1001 P01 & Site Observation.
ISSUE
It was observed during the site visit that there is a public lighting column and a wooden telecoms pole in
the footpath to the west of the site. These may be obstructions to visibility and are hazards for
pedestrians.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the column and pole be relocated to the rear of the footpath.
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4 Observations
4.1 Observation.
It is assumed that the signalised pedestrian crossing can be easily converted to a toucan crossing when
the Richmond Road Corridor Enhancement Works are taking place.

4.2 Observation.
Where dropped kerbs are provided at areas where pedestrians are crossing it is assumed that gullies will
be provided upstream of the crossing to prevent surface water ponding.

5 Quality Audit Statement
This portion of the Quality Audit has been carried out in accordance with the guidance given in DMURS
and takes into consideration the principles approaches and standards of that Manual.
The quality audit has been carried out by the persons named below who have not been involved in any
design work on this scheme as a member of the Design Team.

Norman Bruton

Signed:

(Quality Audit Team Leader) Dated: 21/12/2021

Owen O’Reilly

Signed:

(Quality Audit Team Member) Dated: 21/12/2021
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Appendix A
List of Material Supplied for this Quality Audit;







Drawing 210027-DBFL-TR-SP-DR-C-1001 P0
Drawing 210027-DBFL-Rd-SP-DR-C-1001 P01
Drawing 20199-RKD-ZZ-00-DR-A-1100 Rev P2
Drawing 20199-RKD-ZZ-00-DR-A-1002 Rev P2
Drawing ROC0001- MA-XX-XX-DR-L-100 Rev 00
Audit Brief
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Appendix B

Feedback Form
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Appendix C

Problem Location Plan.
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